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Pentecost 7C                July 11, 2010

TEXT:  Luke 10:1-3, 16-17 THEME:  Help Wanted!

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of 
him to every town and place where he was about to go.  He told them, "The harvest 
is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send 
out workers into his harvest field.  Go!  I am sending you out like lambs among 
wolves. …He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he 
who rejects me rejects him who sent me."  The seventy-two returned with joy and 
said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name."  (Luke 10:1-3, 16-17)

Dear Christian Friends,

Baby animals hold a certain appeal.  Their miniature size, innocent appearance, vulnerable 
condition, and harmless demeanor attract us.  When given the opportunity, few can resist 
the urge to hold a puppy or kitten.

Little lambs ooze the same kind of charm.  Innocent, vulnerable, harmless—who doesn’t 
find such characteristics attractive?  Wolves certainly do!  They find lambs downright 
delicious.  They find them easy targets for their next meal.

Jesus compared the 72 men he was sending to preach the gospel to lambs going out 
among wolves.  As forgiven children of God, they were innocent.  As a tiny minority in a 
hostile world, they were vulnerable.  As men living out their faith in Jesus, they were 
harmless.  But nothing made them more attractive than the gospel they had been sent to 
share.

Their work was dangerous because it took place among wolves.  The unbelievers among 
whom they worked opposed them viciously.  Ridicule, beatings, prison, death—no 
measures were too extreme to try to stop the lambs Jesus sent with his good news.  The 
gospel made these evangelists appealing targets of violence for Jesus’ enemies.  

Still, Jesus sent them.  What chance of success could innocent, vulnerable, harmless 
lambs have among vicious wolves?  Alone, there would be none.  But these men were not 
alone.  They went with the power and authority of Jesus’ words, “Go!  I am sending 
you…”  When the lambs are accompanied by the power and authority of Jesus, the wolves 
may still be mean, but in the end they are the ones who don’t stand a chance.

The pastors, missionaries, teachers, and evangelists Jesus sends today still go as lambs 
among wolves.  In fact, all Christians who share their faith may attract the hostility of the 
world around them.  Ridicule of Bible beliefs is common in the United States.  Worldwide, 
approximately 450 people are killed for their Christian faith every day.

Jesus’ words, then, dismiss any romantic notion we may have about following him and 
being his witnesses.  Spreading the gospel is hard work and often dangerous.  Our sinful 
flesh complains about the cross and wants to abandon the mission when the wolves come 
near.
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But the Savior, whose sacrifice has made us his innocent lambs still goes with us in the 
power of his Spirit and Word.  With Christ’s forgiveness in our hearts and his power in our 
words, we can work even among wolves.

Jesus tells us:  “He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; 
but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”  

What do you think Jesus looked like?  Some portraits depict him as a light-haired, fair-
skinned European.  Some depict him as a curly-haired, dark-skinned African.  Others 
reflect other nationalities.  While his Jewish heritage may strongly suggest we can dismiss 
some of the portrayals, the truth is, we don’t know what Jesus looked like.

What did Jesus sound like?  Was he a bass or a tenor?  Was his voice soothing or could it 
“cut glass”?  Although it is hard for us to say what his voice sounded like to people 2,000 
years ago, today it sounds just like the person who is speaking his words to you at any 
given moment.

Isn’t that what Jesus was telling the 72 when he said, “He who listens to you listens to 
me…”?  As long as they were saying what Jesus said, those who heard them were 
listening to Jesus.  The disciples’ words were not just their own.  They spoke with the full 
authority of Jesus himself.  The Lord was speaking through them.
That truth leads us to an urgent warning.  We ignore those who are speaking God’s Word 
to us at our own peril.  Even though the person may be no more important, no less sinful, 
than we are (whether pastor, family member, or friend), it may as well be Jesus himself 
standing in front of us when that person is speaking God’s Word.  Rejecting those who 
bring us God’s Word is the same as rejecting Jesus and his Father.  If we do so, we can be 
sure that the Lord will return the insult by rejecting us on the Last Day.

But what great comfort to know that Jesus is still speaking to us today!  We have more than 
the vague impressions in one’s heart, which some people interpret to be God 
communicating with them.  We have so much more than our fickle emotions.  We have the 
clear, powerful, certain words of Jesus speaking to us when they are preached from the 
pulpit, explained in Bible class, counseled in the pastor’s office, taught in the Christian 
classroom, or shared between Christian friends.

When we reject those words of Jesus because they are convicting us of sin and calling us 
to repentance, we are not just rejecting the pastor, teacher, or Christian friend.  We are 
rejecting Jesus and his Father.  Remember, Jesus also said, “…he who rejects you 
rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me."  But when we listen to 
what is being said, then we also have Jesus’ own word that he has forgiven our sins and 
guaranteed us heaven.  When we are listening to such precious promises, Jesus speaks 
today.  “He who listens to you listens to me.”  

And what a privilege that sometimes Jesus sounds just like you and me!  Because we 
speak for him too.  May his promise to speak through us give us the confidence to be his 
spokespersons often!  Amen.
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Prayer of the Church—Pentecost 7C
Lord Jesus, thank you for all the people who have shared the gospel with us.  Move more 
and more people to become workers in your harvest field.  Give us the courage to go out as 
lambs among the wolves to share the message of your saving love boldly, even among 
those who oppose it.

Lord God, nothing so changes our lives as the peace that Jesus restored between us.  Now 
heaven is certain.  Now we are free from guilt.  Now we can cope with life.  Let your peace 
find its way from our hearts to our lips and to our neighbors’ ears and hearts.

Lord Jesus, we love to work and witness for you.  We love being citizens of heaven even 
more.  Fill our witness with power and our faith with joy, through you, who has taught us to 
pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER


